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A few critical things to remember:

· Almost no one pays the “sticker price” for a school. You do not know how much it will cost until you get your financial aid (FA) package. Sometimes private schools with lots of funds are cheaper than public schools; sometimes not. Think about ROI when taking on debt, and remember to think of college debt as a business investment.
· Deadlines are critical. You cannot miss them. Many aspects of FA are FCFS (first come first served).
· You need to spend serious time on the FA part of the process — filling out forms, working with parents and guardians on various parts of the process, looking for scholarships. Take ownership of it.
· Scholarship forms and essays should be taken as seriously as college applications.
· Money attracts money. Success attracts success.
· Once a college admits you, they want to retain you. Don’t be afraid to try to negotiate if you don’t get enough aid to go to the school you want. The worst that can happen is that they say they cannot give more than they have already offered.

College scholarships site. This is the college scholarships portal at CollegeBoard.com. It's a pretty good place to start. Remember, if a site says that they will charge you money or asks you for information like a credit card number, don't use it. 

Other non-profit sites include: FinAid's Scholarship search and FastWeb.

The U.S. Government has excellent resources that can be accessed at: U.S. Dept. of Education Guide to Federal Financial Aid; the direct link for information on the FAFSA is here.

And, remember that I told you that there are some pretty unusual scholarships out there? Look at some of these...
Sample costs from some schools:

· UMass Amherst
 https://www.umass.edu/umfa/undergraduates/costs
· UMass Lowell
https://www.uml.edu/thesolutioncenter/bill/tuition-fees/default.aspx
· Framingham State University
https://www.framingham.edu/admissions-and-aid/student-accounts/tuition-fees/
· MCC
https://www.middlesex.mass.edu/StudentAccounts/
· Bentley University
http://www.bentley.edu/offices/financial-assistance/cost-and-billing
· Lesley University
http://www.lesley.edu/tuition-and-fees/college-of-liberal-arts-and-sciences/
· Boston College
http://www.bc.edu/offices/stserv/financial/finaid/undergrad/how_aid_works/cost_of_attendance.html
· Boston University
https://www.bu.edu/admissions/admitted/tuition-and-fees/
· Harvard University
https://college.harvard.edu/financial-aid/how-aid-works/cost-attendance

Use the search string “[X college/university] cost of attendance 2016”

Average Financial Aid Packages:

The College Board Includes Average Financial Package information when you enter the school you want to investigate here:
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/

Individual schools often will include their average aid package on their websites. Use the search string “Average aid package for 
[X college/university] 2016”

You can get financial aid guidance here: 

· The U.S. DOE: U.S. Dept. of Education Guide to Federal Financial Aid
· Peterson’s (this is very comprehensive)
https://www.petersons.com/college-search/ask-experts-financial-aid.aspx
· US News & World Report 
http://www.usnews.com/education/blogs/the-college-solution/2011/02/22/how-to-measure-a-colleges-financial-generosity

A comprehensive list of ROI for 1300 schools is here:

http://www.payscale.com/college-roi?page=94
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