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About ICAN

About Us
Founded in 2006, ICAN is a registered non-profit, US based organization whose mission is to support civil society activism in
promoting women’s rights, peace and human security in countries affected by conflict, transition and closed political space.
ICAN aims to support women’s efforts through bridging the divisions between activists and the policy community, elevating the
voices and experiences of women activists, building skills, and ensuring the exchange of knowledge and resources. ICAN
achieves its mission through trainings, information generation, sharing and exchange, and dialogue facilitation.

Mission
ICAN places partnership and collaboration as a core principle of its interactions with other NGOs as well as academic
institutions and multilateral organizations. We pride ourselves in listening to and responding to the needs of our partners in
conflict affected countries. By virtue of establishing strong ties with globally renowned institutions, we can bridge the north-
south divisions, and foster a mutually beneficial exchange of expertise and knowledge and practice. ICAN also believes in
elevating the voices and profile of national experts onto the global arena. As such we strive to identify and work with local
activists and scholars where possible.
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Services & Areas of Expertise

Gendered early warning, political and security  Inclusivity, gender & mediation  

Male gender issues in conflict and fragile settings  Women’s rights and activism in Islamic contexts  

Executive training and institutional action  Trainings on gendered dimensions of:  

Movement and coalition building in politically  Peer-to-peer & south-south knowledge exchange  

Civil society/government development of  Localization of UNSCR 1325 & 1820 and NAP  

Monitoring national implementation and the  Education and advocacy for a CEDAW  

Using media to raise public awareness of UNSCR

Geographic Outreach
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Our Team

Sanam Naraghi-Anderlini

Co-Founder, Executive Director

Sanam Naraghi-Anderlini is the

Co-Founder and Executive

Director of ICAN. She is an

adjunct professor at

Georgetown University and

between 2005-14…

 

Sussan Tahmasebi

Co-Founder and MENA/Asia

Program Director

Sussan Tahmasebi is an Iranian

women’s rights activist.

Currently she serves as the

Director of the MENA/Asia

region program at ICAN…

 

Stephanie Breitsman

Program Officer

Stephanie Breitsman is ICAN’s

DC-based Program Officer. She

provides programmatic,

research, and drafting support

for ICAN’s Better Peace

Initiative…

 

France Bognon

Program Officer

France is a Fellow at ICAN. Prior

to joining ICAN, Ms. Bognon

was a Visiting Associate

Professor of Law and

Experiential Learning Program

Fellow…
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Jolynn Shoemaker

Senior Consultant Editor

Jolynn is ICAN’s Senior

Consultant Editor. She is a

recognized organizational

leader, policy thinker, and

global women’s leadership

expert…

Board Members

Hamida Karama

Hamida Karama is a partner

with Bert Smith & Co., a mid-

size public accounting firm

based in Washington D.C. She

has over 22 years of experience

providing audit…

 

Rajeev Pillay

Rajeev Pillay has 30-plus years

of experience in the

management of economic

transformation, institutional

change and capacity

development in fragile states…

 

Mercedeh Momeni

Mercedeh Momeni is a

Washington-based attorney

who was born in Iran and

immigrated with her family to

the United States in 1977. Since

1988, she has been working to

advance…

 

Jeni Klugman

Jeni Klugman is the Director of

Gender and Development at

the World Bank Group. In her

current role, she acts as lead

spokesperson for gender

equality issues…
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Contact Us

1779 Massachusetts Ave, NW Suite 710

Washington, DC 20036

Email: info@icanpeacework.org

Phone: +01 202 462 7701

Email Updates

For Email Newsletters you can trust.

Follow Us

Mobina Jaffer

Senator Mobina Jaffer
represents the province of
British Columbia in the Senate
of Canada, where she chairs
the Standing Senate
Committee on Human Rights…
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